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Attorneys for Plaintiff and the Settlement Class 
 
 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 

COUNTY OF CONTRA COSTA 
 

STAR JOSHUA, individually and on behalf of 
all others similarly situated, 
 

Plaintiff, 
 

v. 
 
THE COUNTY OF CONTRA COSTA; MARC 
SHORR, in his official capacity; and DOES 1 
through 100, inclusive, 
 

Defendants. 
 

Case No. C23-01684 
 
[Assigned for All Purposes to: 
Dept. 39, Hon. Edward G. Weil] 
 
ORDER GRANTING FINAL 
APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION 
SETTLEMENT AND AWARD OF 
ATTORNEYS’ FEES, COSTS, AND 
SERVICE AWARD 
 
 Date:    February 5, 2026 
Time:   9:00 a.m. 
Dept.    39 

The Unopposed Motion for Final Approval of Class Action Settlement (“MFA”) and the 

Unopposed Motion for Award of Attorneys’ Fees, Costs, and Service Award (“Fees Motion”) filed 

by Star Joshua was scheduled to be heard on February 5, 2026 at 9:00 a.m. in Department 39 of the 

Superior Court of California for the County of Contra Costa, the Honorable Edward G. Weil 

Electronically Filed by
Superior Court of California,
Contra Costa County
2/20/2026
By: N. McCallister-Villa, Deputy
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presiding. On February 4, 2026, this Court issued its Tentative Rulings. With no objections or 

requests for oral argument, on February 5, 2026, the Court adopted its Tentative Rulings as its 

Orders. Attached hereto as Exhibit A, is a true and correct copy of this Court’s Tentative Ruling. 

Accordingly, the Court orders as follows: 

All capitalized terms bear the same meaning of the terms defined in the Settlement 

Agreement. 

On September 22, 2025, the Court entered an Order Granting Plaintiff’s Motion for 

Preliminary Approval of Class Action Settlement, preliminarily approving the proposed Settlement 

of this Action pursuant to the terms of the Settlement Agreement and directing that notice be given 

to the members of the Class. 

Pursuant to the Notice Plan, the Settlement Class was notified of the terms of the proposed 

settlement and of a Final Approval Hearing to determine: (1) whether the terms and conditions of 

the settlement are fair, reasonable and adequate for the Release of the Released Claims against the 

Released Entities; (2) whether the Final Order and Final Judgment should be entered; (3) whether 

the Court should grant Class Counsel’s Fees Motion. 

A Final Approval Hearing was scheduled for February 5, 2025. Prior to the date of the Final 

Approval Hearing, a declaration was submitted regarding the status of notice and settlement 

administration. Class Members were therefore notified of their right to appear at the hearing in 

support of or in opposition to the proposed settlement, the Attorneys’ Fees and Costs Award to Class 

Counsel, and Plaintiff’s service award. 

The Court, (i) having received no requests to present oral argument at the scheduled Final 

Approval Hearing from any Settlement Class Member or any other party, (ii) having reviewed and 

considered the Settlement Agreement, the MFA, the Fees Motion, and supporting papers and 

declarations, including the pleadings filed in support of the Motion for Preliminary Approval of 

Class Action Settlement and declarations, and any supplements thereto; and (iii) having determined 

that the settlement is fair, adequate and reasonable, and good cause appearing thereon, makes the 

following findings and determinations. 
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IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, ADJUDGED, AND DECREED THAT: 

1. Except for the Settlement Class members identified in paragraph 10 below, all 

Settlement Class Members and all Released Claims are covered by and included within the 

Settlement and this Final Approval Order. 

All persons with California mailing addresses who were mailed a letter sent from 

Defendant County entitled “NOTICE OF DATA BREACH” on or about May 10, 

2023.    

Excluded from the Settlement Class are (i) County’s County Board of Supervisors and/or the 

Related Entities; (ii) all Settlement Class Members who timely and validly request exclusion from 

the Settlement Class; and (iii) the members of the judiciary who have presided or are presiding over 

this matter and their families and staff. 

2. This Court has jurisdiction over the subject matter of the Action and over all Parties 

to the Action, including members of the Settlement Class.  

3. The Court finds the Settlement Class is properly certified as a class for settlement 

purposes under California Code of Civil Procedure § 382 in that: (a) the Settlement Class is so 

numerous that joinder of all individual Settlement Class Members is a single proceeding is 

impractical; (b) questions of law and fact common to all Settlement Class Members predominate 

over any potential individual questions; (c) Plaintiff’s claims are typical of the claims of the 

Settlement Class; (d) Plaintiff and Class Counsel will fairly and adequately represent the interests 

of each Settlement Class Member (and will continue to do so); and (e) a class action is the superior 

method to fairly and efficiently adjudicate this controversy.  

4. The Court finally appoints Plaintiff Star Joshua as the Class Representative. 

5. The Court finds, for settlement purposes only, that Anderson Berry of Emery Reddy, 

PC and Kenneth J. Grunfeld of Kopelowitz Ostrow P.A. are qualified and experienced attorneys 

capable of adequately representing the Settlement Class, and they are finally approved as Class 

Counsel. 

6. The Court finally appoints EAG Gulf Coast, LLC. (“EAG”) as the Settlement 
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Administrator. The Settlement Administrator shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the Court with 

respect to the administration of the Settlement and shall comply with the terms of the Settlement. 

7. The Court finds that the distribution of the Notice of the Settlement has been 

completed in conformity with the Court’s Preliminary Approval Order. That the Notice was the best 

notice practicable under the circumstances and provided due and adequate notice of the proceedings 

and of the terms of the Settlement, and fully satisfied the requirements of California Rules of Court, 

rules 3.766 and 3.769(f), and Due Process. The Court also finds that all Settlement Class Members 

were given a full and fair opportunity to request oral argument and participate in the Final Approval 

Hearing, all Settlement Class Members wishing to be heard have been heard, and all Settlement 

Class Members have had a full and fair opportunity to exclude themselves from the Settlement 

Class. 

8. The Court hereby grants Final Approval of the terms of the Settlement and finds that 

the Settlement is, in all respects, fair, adequate, and reasonable. Plaintiff has satisfied the 

requirements for Final Approval of the Settlement. The Parties are directed to effectuate the 

Settlement according to its terms and this Final Approval Order. The Court finds that the Settlement 

has been reached as a result of informed and non-collusive arm’s-length negotiations. The Court 

further finds that the Parties have conducted extensive investigation and research, and their attorneys 

were able to reasonably evaluate their respective positions. 

9. No Settlement Class Members have objected to the terms of the Settlement.  

10. One Settlement Class Member has requested to be excluded from the Settlement and 

are identified as follows: Delencia Holmes. Ms. Holmes will not be bound by the Settlement of the 

Action.  

11. The Court finds that the Settlement will avoid additional and potentially substantial 

costs, as well as the delay and risks associated with protracted litigation. 

12. The Settlement is not an admission by Defendants, nor is this Final Approval Order 

a finding of the validity of any allegations or of any wrongdoing by Defendants. Neither this Final 

Approval Order, the Settlement, nor any document referred to herein, nor any action taken to carry 
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out the Settlement, may be construed as, or may be used as, an admission of any fault, wrongdoing, 

omission, concession, or liability whatsoever by or against Defendants. 

13. The Settlement benefits are to be paid to each individual Settlement Class Member 

under the terms specified in the Agreement, by the deadline specified in the Agreement, and in 

accordance with its other terms. 

14. As of the Effective Date, each Settlement Class Member, including Plaintiff, shall be 

deemed to have, and by operation of the Judgment, fully, finally, and forever released, relinquished, 

and discharged all Released Claims and, for the Plaintiff, Unknown Claims. Further, as of the 

Effective Date, and to the fullest extent permitted by law, each Settlement Class Member, including 

Plaintiff, shall either directly, indirectly, representatively, as a member of or on behalf of the general 

public or in any capacity, be permanently barred and enjoined from commencing, prosecuting, or 

participating in any recovery in any action in this or any other forum (other than participation in the 

settlement as provided herein) in which any of the Released Claims is asserted. 

15. Class Representative, in her individual capacity only, expressly waives and 

relinquishes all rights and benefits she may have pursuant to Section 1542 of the California Civil 

Code and any similar law of any state or territory of the United States or any foreign tribunal. Section 

1542 of the California Civil Code reads as follows: 

“A GENERAL RELEASE DOES NOT EXTEND TO CLAIMS THAT THE 
CREDITOR OR RELEASING PARTY DOES NOT KNOW OR SUSPECT TO 
EXIST IN HIS OR HER FAVOR AT THE TIME OF EXECUTING THE 
RELEASE AND THAT, IF KNOWN BY HIM OR HER, WOULD HAVE 
MATERIALLY AFFECTED HIS OR HER SETTLEMENT WITH THE 
DEBTOR OR RELEASED PARTY.” 
 

Class Representative hereby represents that she understands and acknowledges the significance and 

the consequences of such release, as well as the specific waiver of California Civil Code §1542. 

16. In accordance with Code of Civil Procedure § 384(a)-(b), in the event a check issued 

to a Settlement Class Member becomes void due to the failure to cash the check during the time 

period set forth in the Settlement, those funds shall be distributed to the State Bar of California’s 

Greg E. Knoll Justice Gap Fund as the cy pres recipient. 
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17. Each Settlement Class Member is barred and permanently enjoined from bringing on 

behalf of themselves, or through any person purporting to act on their behalf or purporting to assert 

a claim under or through them, any of the Released Claims against Defendants in any forum, action, 

or proceeding of any kind.  

18. In the event the Settlement is terminated, the Agreement shall be considered null and 

void; all of Plaintiff’s, Class Counsel’s, and Defendants’ obligations under the Settlement shall cease 

to be of any force and effect; and the Parties shall return to the status quo ante in the Action as if the 

Parties had not entered into the Agreement, with all of the Parties’ respective pre-Settlement rights, 

claims, and defenses retained and preserved. 

19. For the reasons set forth in Plaintiff’s Fees Motion, the Court hereby awards Class 

Counsel attorneys’ fees, costs, and expenses in the amount of $150,000. Class Counsel’s award of 

$150,000 is inclusive of $12,522.87 in costs and expenses, which the Court finds reasonable.  

20. For the reasons set forth in the Class Representative’s request for a service award, 

the Court hereby awards Class Representatives a service award of $2,500 for her time, effort, and 

risk in connection with the Action. Defendant The County of Contra Costa shall pay such attorneys’ 

fees, costs, and Plaintiff’s service award.  

21. The Court finds that the settlement administration costs of $47,550.85 are reasonable 

and are approved. 

22. This Order does not constitute an expression by the Court of any opinion, position or 

determination as to the merit or lack of merit of any of the claims or defenses of Class Representative 

or Defendants. This Order is not an admission or indication by Defendants of the validity of any 

claims in this action or of any liability or wrongdoing or of any violation of law. 

23. Class Representative and the Settlement Class, on the one hand, and the Defendants, 

on the other, shall take nothing further from the other side except as expressly set forth in the 

Settlement Agreement and this Final Order. 

24. The Parties are authorized to implement the terms of the Settlement Agreement. 

25. Pursuant to California Code of Civil Procedure section 664.6 and rule 3.769(h) of 
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the California Rules of Court, and without affecting the finality of the Final Judgment, the Court 

reserves exclusive and continuing jurisdiction over this Action, the Class Representative, the 

Settlement Class Members, and Defendants for purposes of administrating, consummating, 

enforcing, and interpreting the Settlement Agreement, the Final Approval Order and Final 

Judgment, including any release in connection with the settlement, and for any other necessary 

purpose, and to issue related orders necessary to effectuate the final approval of the Settlement 

Agreement. 

26. The Claims Administrator shall post the Final Approval Order and Final Judgment 

on the settlement website, https://contracostasettlement.com/, and it shall remain there until at least 

thirty (30) days after the Effective Date. 

The Court sets a compliance hearing for June 17, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. in Department 16 

before the Honorable Benjamin Reyes. At one week before the hearing, Class Counsel shall submit 

a compliance statement. If any funds are to be provided to the cy pres recipient, that shall be 

documented in the compliance declaration, and the judgment shall be amended to reflect the 

authorized payment. 5% of the attorney’s fees are to be withheld by the claims administrator pending 

satisfactory compliance as found by the Court. 

27. With the exception of those listed in paragraph 10, all Settlement Class Members 

shall be bound by this Final Approval Order.  

28. The Court finds that no just reason exists for delay in entering this final judgment 

and, accordingly, judgment is hereby entered in this Action. 

IT IS SO ORDERED AND ADJUDGED. 

 
Dated: ________________            

HON. EDWARD G. WEIL 
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2/18/2026
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Star Joshua, et al., v. The County of Contra Costa, et al.  
Contra Costa County Superior Court Case No. C23-01684 
 

 
PROOF OF SERVICE 

[CCP §1013 et seq.] 

The undersigned declares: 

I am employed in the County of Sacramento, State of California.  I am over the age of 18 

years and not a party to the within action; I am employed by EMERY REDDY, PC, 600 Stewart 

Street, Suite 1100, Seattle, WA 98101. 

            On the date set forth below, I served the foregoing document(s) described as: 
 

[PROPOSED] ORDER GRANTING FINAL APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION 
SETTLEMENT AND AWARD OF ATTORNEYS’ FEES, COSTS, AND SERVICE AWARD 

 
 

☒ by electronic transmission in accordance with Code of Civil Procedure § 1010.6, to the 
following party(ies) at the email address(es) indicated below.  The transmitting email address 
is lori@emeryreddy.com; 

Kenneth Grunfeld (pro hac vice) 
KOPELOWITZ OSTROW PA 
1 West Las Olas Boulevard, 5th Floor 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301 
Telephone: (954) 525-4100 
Email: grunfeld@kolawyers.com 
 

Co-Counsel for Plaintiff 

TERESA C. CHOW, Bar No. 237694 
tchow@bakerlaw.com 
THEODORE J. WEISS, Bar No. 287338 
tweiss@bakerlaw.com 
BAKER & HOSTETLER LLP 
11601 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1400 
Los Angeles, CA 90025-0509 
Telephone: 310.820.8800 
Facsimile: 310.820.8859 

Counsel for Defendant 
The County of Contra Costa 
 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing 

is true and correct. Executed on February 13, 2026 at Sacramento, California. 

  

 /s/ Lori Martin 
 Lori Martin 


	Untitled

